FORESTRY BULLETIN
Tree faller injured by falling branch

Incident
A 39-year-old tree faller with 10 years experience suffered a
fractured shoulder and four broken ribs when a limb torn
from a tree beside the one he was felling hit him across the
shoulder.

Circumstances
The tree faller was felling a row of 40-year-old radiata pine on
a farmer’s block. The tops of some of the trees were entangled.
He failed to observe that a branch from the tree beside the
one he was felling was in front of that tree.
When the tree began to fall, he moved approximately 4
metres behind the tree to what he thought was a safe place.
As the tree fell, it broke off the branch and it hit the tree
faller’s shoulder.

Investigation
The investigation determined that the accident was caused by:
•

A poor tree assessment.

•

Not moving a sufficient safe distance from a falling tree.

•

Not looking up as the tree fell.

Department of Labour Advice
•

Before felling commences, a careful check shall be made
to discover if there are any branches which, if dislodged,
could cause injury to persons working in the area.

•

An escape route should be prepared and used as
necessary.

To which industries/sectors or
matters will this information be
relevant?
•

Forestry

Note: This material has been prepared using the best information
available to the Department of Labour at the time of publication.
Information may change over time and it may be necessary for you
to obtain an update. This material is also only intended to provide
general advice and does not constitute legal advice. You should make
your own judgement about action you may need to take to ensure
you have complied with your workplace health and safety obligations
under the law.
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